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POST RI participates in the Home for Cooperation 
Inauguration Festivities with Multicultural Tours 

 

International Day Against Homophobia 

17 May 2011 

May 17 marks the day of a landmark decision 
issued by the general assembly of the World 
Health Organisation that removed 
homosexuality from its list of mental illnesses.  

Associating homosexuality with mental illness, 
rather than sexual orientation, has been the 
main motivation behind social stigmatization 
and hate crimes, as well as criminalizing 
homosexuality.  

While we commemorate the 21
st

anniversary of 
the recognition of homosexuality as a sexual 
orientation, we are still far from a world where 
social and legal norms allow LGBTQ people to 
live their life in full dignity. 

In many parts of the world anyone whose 
physical appearance or behaviour does not fit 
masculine or feminine stereotypes, can easily 
be subject to discrimination with 
impunity. Today about 70 out of the 195 
countries of the world have sodomy laws or 
other legal provisions criminalizing 
homosexuality.  This encourages police and 
homophobic groups to harass people whose 
gender identity or gender expression differs 
from dominant norms. 

As POST RI, we believe that LGBTQ rights are 
human rights that are enshrined in the 
Universal Declaration and other international 
treaties that prohibit discrimination. Thus, we 
stand together with LGBTQ individuals and 
groups in their quest for social and legal 
recognition of their identity and equality. 

 

 

 
Home for Cooperation- Dayanışma Evi -Το Σπίτι τησ Συνεργαςίασ  

 
On the occasion of inauguration of the Home for Cooperation, POST RI organised both short and long 
walking tours entitled “Walks for Peace” on Saturday 7th May 2011.  The aim of the walks was to bring 
multicultural groups together to explore the historical past of Nicosia. Focusing on the multicultural aspects 
of its fascinating walled city, the stories and information provided by our experienced guides brought alive 
the renowned historical sites within the walled city and allowed participants to be taken back in time. 
 
The historical tours started and finished in front of the Home for Cooperation, where more than 60 
participants had the opportunity to part take in various activities organised by several NGOs in celebration of 
the inauguration of Home for Cooperation. This included, the screening of POST RI profile documentaries 
that have been produced by Cyprus Community Media Centre (CMCC) and were screened for the first time 
on the occasion of the inauguration. 
 

POST RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
NEWSLETTER 

May-June 2011 

What is HOMOPHOBIA? 
 

Homophobia is a negative attitude or 
feeling based on a misleading generalized belief 
about LGBTQ people. 
 
Negative attitudes toward gay people as a group 
are prejudices that are not grounded in actual 
experience, but are based on stereotypes and 
misinformation.  
There is a wide range of ways homophobia can 
materialize. Drawing on Allport’s study on 
prejudice, there are five degrees of prejudiced 
action.  

1. Antilocution (name calling, 
stereotyping) 

2. Avoidance (defamation by omission, 
exclusion) 

3. Discrimination (refusal of service, 
denial of opportunity) 

4. Physical Attack (threat of physical 
violence, murder) 

5. Extermination (mass assassination, 
genocide) 

This model represents a range of behaviour 
from verbal abuse, social and legal exclusion to 
physical violence and genocide. And within each 
level there is a range of behaviours. (1) 
 
Homophobic incidents include all acts motivated 
by hatred towards individuals or groups because 
of their real or perceived sexual identity and 
sexual orientation. The same characteristics can 
also be attributed to transphobic and biphobic 
incidents. 
 
Notorious problems caused by homophobia are 
hate crimes, hate speech, sodomy laws, non-
recognition of same sex-marriages and barring 
homosexual adoption. 
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POST RI at the NGO Fair 

 

 

 
 

Another POST RI walking tour took place in the 
heart of Nicosia on Saturday the 28

th
 of May. The 

tour was organised as part of the NGO Fair that 
was co-organised by the Management Centre and 
the NGO Support Centre, under the auspices of 
the project ENGAGE. 

The day-long activities of NGOs from both 
communities provided a good opportunity for 
them to engage with a wider section of society. 
The POST RI Team was provided with a stand at 
the fair and introduced the organisation and its 
work to the public.  

 

The fair proved to be a fun-filled day with live 
music performed by various local groups including 
the bi-communal choir; folk dances; giant chess; 
painting etc. The programme of activities ended 
with POST RI’s historical walking tour, which 
started from the Ledra St./Lokmaci checkpoint 
and covered culturally important sites along the 
walled city. The International group of 
participants enjoyed the tour, in spite of a short 
rain interruption! 

 

 

Learn more about……. 
           LGBTQ Rights 

In 1948, the 56 members of the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR). Recognized as one of the most influential and inspirational statements of human 
rights, the UDHR proclaims that recognizing the inherent dignity and . . . the equal and 
inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and 
peace in the world. 

Human rights are the rights a person has, simply because he or she is a human being. Human 
rights are inalienable: you cannot lose these rights any more than you can cease being human. 
Human rights are indivisible: you cannot be denied a right because it is less important than 
another right. Human rights are interdependent: all human rights are part of a complementary 
framework. For example, the right to participate in government is directly affected by the right 
to free expression, to get an education, and even to obtain the necessities of life. 

Human rights are also defined as those basic standards people need to live in dignity. To violate 
someone’s human rights is to treat that person as less than a human being. To advocate for 
human rights is to demand that the human dignity of all people be respected. In claiming these 
rights, everyone also accepts the responsibility not to infringe on the rights of others and to 
support those whose rights are abused or denied.Since the adoption of the UDHR, the concept 
of human rights has entered international law and popular consciousness in much of the world. 
At the same time, many governments around the world continue to violate the human rights of 
their citizens.  

LGBTQ persons are subject to human rights abuse in countries in every region of the world. The 
violations they face include killing, as well as imprisonment, torture, and abuses aimed 
specifically at sexual minorities, such as practices aimed at forcibly changing their sexual 
orientation … Human rights violations of LGBT persons extend beyond their rights to life and 
liberty and include the full spectrum of rights accorded in the UDHR. 

While subsequent human rights documents have addressed discrimination of other specific 
groups based on age, race, or sex, no international human rights document explicitly mentions 
sexual orientation or gender identity. In theory, general human rights documents protecting the 
rights of all should also protect the rights of sexual minorities. In fact, many persons opposing 
specific protections of the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons often argue 
that sexual minorities are already covered by existing law and thus no further mention is 
needed. In some cases, general human rights laws have been used specifically to secure rights 
for lesbians and gays. For example, based on the European Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, laws against homosexual acts between consenting 
adults were struck down in Ireland and Cyprus. 

 

 
POST RI stand at the Festival Area 

 

 

 
NGO Fair Area 
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         LGBTQ Rights - continued 

While lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
persons are winning victories based on general 
human rights law, just as often, these laws fail to 
provide sexual minorities with necessary 
protection from human rights abuses for a 
number of reasons. Sexual minorities often fail to 
report violence against them. They may fear their 
sexual orientation will be made public, making 
them or their families’ targets for further 
violence. 

 

They may fear that their complaints will not be taken seriously, or that such complaints will be 
used as reprisals against them. For good reason, they may lack trust in the authorities that are 
supposed to protect them. In many countries, police are some of the worst violators of sexual 
minorities’ human rights. 

As a result of cultural and religious taboos, some governments are reluctant even to admit the 
existence of gays and lesbians. Not surprisingly, these same governments are even less willing 
to protect their human rights. They claim that abuse against sexual minorities are carried out 
by individuals and that the government cannot control such actions, ignoring that most 
countries have laws that do protect individuals from persecution based on religion or race by 
other individuals. 

In some countries, governments maintain the right to discriminate against lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender persons based on religious authority and criminal law. Such laws, 
however, are vulnerable to challenge under international law. Human rights violations of LGBT 
persons extend beyond the right to freedom from discrimination and include the full spectrum 
of rights accorded in the UDHR such as right to life and liberty and security of person, the right 
to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution, right to privacy, right to 
freedom of peaceful assembly and association, right to an effective remedyby the competent 
national tribunals for violation of their human rights etc. 

One of the most powerful ways to promote the continued evolution of LGBT rights as human 
rights and to interrupt the cycle of abuses against sexual minorities is through human rights 
education. Such education includes, learning about human rights (for example, violations of 
rights and international laws protecting rights) and learning how to respect others and support 
and defend their human rights. (2) 

 

POST RI’s Short Documentaries Released  

 

 

Dear friends, 
 
We are pleased to share with you the links of POST RI’s recently released short documentaries, 
produced by CCMC. You can access the links through You Tube and/or POST RI’s Facebook 
page. 

POST RI Profile - Roots of Change: documents the history of the organisation, the 
organisation’s mission and vision, as well as its future ambitions: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ3xV0hlpV8 (English) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLGLET5p2vk(Turkish Subtitles) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqSvL_2QE2I(Greek Subtitles) 

 

Tours For Peace – Historical Tour of Nicosia: Documents the Tracing Multiculturalism in 
Cyprus: A Historical Tour of Nicosia on 15 January 
2011http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiGpsODwlWE 

 

Tours For Peace – Historical Tour of Famagusta: Documents on Tracing Multiculturalism in 
Cyprus: Journey into the History of Famagusta Tour on 5 February 2011 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rjiv9F-s_4&feature=channel_video_title 
 
 

Don’t miss this selection of photographs by Duygu Göze, documenting the activities of POST 
RI’s “Tours for Peace” project, funded by the UNDP-ACT/ USAID through the “ENGAGE” project, 
and executed by the NGO Support Centre and The Management Centre. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nU3NAw0itQM 
 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ3xV0hlpV8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLGLET5p2vk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqSvL_2QE2I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiGpsODwlWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rjiv9F-s_4&feature=channel_video_title
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nU3NAw0itQM
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As long as society is anti-gay, then it will seem like being gay is anti-social.  
 ~Joseph Francis 

 

International Gay Pride Week 
 

References: 
(1) Extracts taken from Challenging Homophobia: An Educators Resource athttp://www.challenginghomophobia.net/ch/rec_hp.asp; 
Short Bus Movement, http://shortbusmovement.org/WhatisSexualOrientationCinselYonelimNedir.html 
 (2) Extracts taken from Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights: A Human Rights Perspective(2000) Joint Publication 
of Amnesty International USA,The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN), and the Human Rights Resource Center. 
(3) Extracts taken from “LGBTQ Rights in Cyprus”, “Sodomy Law” at Wikipedia; Correspondence with HOKI. 
(4) Extracts taken from “Pride Parade”at Wiıkpedia, Correspondence with HOKI. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

De-criminalization of private homosexual acts between consenting adults in Cyprus 
Section 171 of the Criminal Code of Cyprus was a section of the Cyprus Criminal Code, which was enacted 
in 1929 and criminalized homosexual acts between consenting male adults. It was challenged in 
the European Court of Human Rights by a Cypriot man, named Alecos Modinos. The Court handed down 
its judgment in Modinos v. Cyprus on April 22, 1993, and overwhelmingly ruled by eight votes to one, that 
Section 171 violated Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which protected people's 
right to privacy.Due to the negative attitude of religious leaders and conservative section of the society, 
the “anti-sodomy” provisions of Section 171 could be effectively repealed 5 years later in May 21, 1998 
upon Council of Europe’s persistent pressures for the repeal. 
 
On the other hand, according to the Chapter 154 of the Turkish Cypriot Criminal Law, male homosexual 
conduct is still illegal and the law is yet to be repealed through amendment of the articles 171,172 and 
173, which forbid sexual freedom and fundamental rights of LGBT people.On 25 April 2008, members of 
the Initiative Against Homophobia (HOKI) presented a proposal regarding the revising of criminal law to 
the president of Parliament. However, as of June 2011, no action has been taken on the proposal. 
 
Today, consensual homosexual acts between adults are illegal in about 70 out of the 195 countries of the 
world (approximately 36%); in 40 of these, only male-male sex is outlawed.(3) 

The Case of a Lesbian Asylum Seeker in Cyprus 

 

Mandana is an Iranian lesbian who fled Iran to Cyprus in June 

2008 and sought asylum on the basis of her sexual 

orientation, for fear of persecution from Iranian authorities 

and society at large. Unfortunately, the Ministry of Asylum 

Service office of the Republic of Cyprus rejected her refugee 

application.  

POST RI sent a letter to the authorities and urged them not to 

turn a blind eye to the human rights abuses against sexual 

minorities in Iran, and called on them to alleviate the plight of 

Mandana by granting her refugee status. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pride parades for the  LGBTQ community (also 
known as gay pride parades, pride events and pride 
festivals) are events LGBTQ culture. The events also 
at times serve as demonstrations for legal rights, 
such as same-sex marriage. Most pride events occur 
annually and many take place around June, to 
commemorate the riots that occurred at a gay bar 
called Stonewall Inn (USA). The Stonewall riots are 
generally considered to be the beginning of the 
modern gay rights movement, as it was the first time 
in modern history that a significant body of LGBTQ 
people resisted arrest. 

 
 

 
Officially, Initiative Against Homophobia (HOKI), that is based in the northern part of Cyprus, cannot hold any 
events or street march to celebrate “Pride Week”, since Homosexuality is a criminal offence and authorities 
are reluctant to relish rights and permission for Pride March. However, Initiative held its first open public 
event in 2008, a year after their inauguration, in Nicosia. Initiative took to the streets to distribute leaflets to 
raise awareness on LGBTQ rights and draw attention to the Penal Code, which criminalises Homosexuality in 
the northern part of Cyprus. 
 
This year, Initiative has also held a series of activities in order to celebrate the LGBTQ Pride Week and raise 
community wide awareness to create an impetus to change the Penal Code and re-iterate the unfair and 
unjust discrimination LGBTQ community faces in the northern part of Cyprus.   
 
Initiative started its activities by visiting political parties and setting the week off by an LGBT party at Lorenza 
Café in Nicosia. The LGBTQ party was a great success and had a good number of attendants that provided 
initiative with an opportunity to network and introduce Initiative to new people. (4) 
 
 

http://www.challenginghomophobia.net/ch/rec_hp.asp
http://shortbusmovement.org/WhatisSexualOrientationCinselYonelimNedir.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homosexuality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Court_of_Human_Rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modinos_v._Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_convention_on_human_rights#Article_8_-_right_to_respect_for_private_life
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Convention_on_Human_Rights

