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Welcome to the new face of the POSTRI's bi-monthly e-

newsletter.  We are pleased to be back on track with the new list 

of activities. In this issue, we are happy to announce the results of 

the General Council meeting and the new Executive Board 

members of the Institute. We will also share a happy and 

honourable event called “Civil Society Matters” where POST RI 

was rewarded with the CSO Special Award for 2011. You will also 

hear about the military case of our General Secretary Murat Kanatli 

who announced his contentious objection in 2009. The last but 

not the least, you will find the common declaration of 8 NGOs 

where POST RI is one of the signatories on an arrest from Article 

171 which is about “Acts against Nature”.  As an upcoming event, 

you will also see the announcement about public talk with 

Esmeray, Performer of the "Witch's Bundle". The event will be 

organised by POST RI and YKP fem on 19th of November. The 
event promises to foster an open and timely discussion around 

transgender rights. 

 
“Cadı’nın 

Bohçası” (The Witch’s 

Bundle) to be staged 

in Cyprus 

POST Research Institute and 

YKP-fem will co-organise a 

public talk with Esmeray, the 

performer of the “Cadı'nın 

Bohçası” (The Witch’s 

Bundle) on the 19th of 

November, Saturday at the 

Cadi Kazani Cafe starting 

6pm onwards. The talk will 

take place in Turkish and will 

revolve around struggle of 

transgender individuals, 

Esmeray’s own life 

experience and her 

becoming of feminist. 

Esmeray has put her play on 

the stage in various cultural 

 
Learn more about…      

Conscientious 

Objection  

A conscientious 

objector (CO) is an 

"individual who has claimed 

the right to refuse to perform 

military service” on the 

grounds of freedom of 

thought, conscience, or 

religion. In some countries, 

conscientious objectors are 

assigned to an 

alternative civilian service as 

a substitute for conscription 

or military service. Some 

conscientious objectors 

consider 

themselves pacifist, non-

interventionist, non-resistant, 

or antimilitarist. 

The international definition of 

conscientious objection 

officially broadened on March 
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POST RI Conferred 

With The ENGAGE 

Special CSO Award 

We are delighted to share 

with you that POST RI's 

“Tours for Peace” project 

was selected as "one of 

the most successful 3 

projects", among the 14 bi-

communal collaboration 

sponsored by “ENGAGE –Do 

your part for Peace” projects 

that aims to foster 

rapprochement of the two 

communities through small-

grant scheme CSO projects. 

The POSTRI team was 

awarded the special 

ENGAGE CSO Award 2011 in 

a ceremony entitled “Civil 

Society Matters” in the buffer 

zone at the Chateau Status 

on Friday, 7th October. The 

ceremony was organised to 

acknowledge the people and 

organisations that have 

collaborated with the project 

and in doing so have 

contributed to the 

reconciliation effort on the 

island through their project 

activities. The award was 

presented to Mehveş 

Beyidoğlu, Mine Kanol, Rana 

Feridun from POST RI and 

the partner NGO United 

Teachers’ Platform Greek 

Cypriot Section Coordinator 

Loizos Loukaides. 

 

POSTRI’s Annual 

Council Meeting 
We are pleased to announce 

that POSTRI’s annual 
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centres and universities in 

Turkey and shared her life 

experiences with the 

audiences in sincere and 

humorous ways. Defining 

herself as ‘a feminist by 

nature’, she claims that 

staging this one-person 

multi-character show 

wherever she is invited is ‘a 

political method’ for her. 

Are you brave enough to let a 

travestite challenge your 

preconceptions? If so, join 

us at the Arabahmet Cultural 

Centre on the 20th of 

November, Sunday at 20:00. 

The play will be performed in 

Turkish.  

 
“There are no 

relationships against 

nature. There are laws 

against nature” 

The civil society 

organisations: YKP-fem, 

Initiative Against 

Homophobia, Feminist 

Atelier, Post Research 

Institute, New Cyprus Party, 

Activist Thinking Community, 

Cypriot Youth Platform and 

Shortbus Movement, 

repeated their statement yet 

again on Monday 17 October 

in front of the Turkish Cypriot 

court house. 

  

Statement in full: 

In the north of Cyprus, Article 

171 of Chapter 154 of the 

Criminal Law, which has 

been in effect since the 

British colonial times, 

describes homosexual 

relationships as 

“relationships against 

nature”. This law continues 

to violate basic human rights. 

This law only affects 

relations between men. In 

recent months there have 

been arrests on the basis of 

alleged violations of this law 

and this has served as a 

painful reminder to everyone 

that this law is still in effect. It 

has also added one more 

violation of human rights to 

the list of violations by the 

“TRNC”. 

8, 1995 when the United 

Nations Commission on 

Human Rightsresolution 

1995/83 stated that "persons 

performing military service 

should not be excluded from 

the right to have 

conscientious objections to 

military service. The 

commission has reiterated 

this right in several 

resolutions since 1987. 

It is now accepted that the 

right to conscientious 

objection is protected under 

the right to freedom of 

thought, conscience and 

religion (Article 

18 International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights, 

Article 9 of the European 

Convention of Human 

Rights), and seen as a 

legitimate exercise of this 

right.  The Covenant is non-

derogable even during times 

of national emergency 

threatening the life of the 

nation. 

15 countries out of 47 

member countries of the 

European Council have 

enforced conscription and 

among these 15 countries, 

only Turkey refuses to grant 

right to conscientious 

objection. Azerbaijan, on the 

other hand, has failed to 

regulate this right although it 

is enshrined in her 

constitution. Germany, 

Netherlands, Switzerland 

and United Kingdom 

recognize the right to 

conscientious objection in 

the professional army.  

In Cyprus, there is no right to 

conscientious objection. In 

the Republic of Cyprus, all 

male Cypriots are “obliged to 

perform military service from 

18 years until 50 years” and 

in the northern part of 

Cyprus, “all men between the 

ages of 19 and 30 are liable 

for military service”. 

 

 
Resources 

We have used the 

information provided by the 

General Council meeting 

was taken on Thursday, 27th 

of October with the active 

participation of the members 

of the institute.  The 

members were informed 

about the past and current 

projects as well as the goals 

and objectives for the 2012. 

After the information session, 

the Council proceeded to the 

elections to delegate 

responsibilities for the new 

term of office. According to 

the election results, the new 

positions for the Executive 

Board are as follows: 

Mehveş Beyidoğlu Önen, 

President; Murat Kanatlı, 

General Secretary; Zehra 

Beyli, Financial Coordinator; 

Hakan Karahasan, Research 

Coordinator; Rana Feridun, 

Project Coordinator and 

Shirin Jetha-Dagseven, 

Public Relations. Members 

of the Disciplinary Council 

are Faika Paşa, Berna 

Serener ve Mine Kanol. 

 

Solidarity with Murat 

Kanatli 

Murat Kanatli, General 

Secretary of POST Research 

Institute, has declared his 

conscientious objection 

since 2009 and stated that 

he will not join any military 

training sessions or 

preparations for war in 

Cyprus. The trial of the 

Turkish-Cypriot 

conscientious objector will 

continue on 25 November 

2011. Murat Kanatli has 

completed military service 

and is considered a reservist 

in the Turkish Cypriot army. 

Therefore he must appear at 

a mandatory military training 

session once a year until he 

is 40. However he has been 

refusing to attend since 2009 

for reasons of conscience. 

Failure to do so usually 

results in a fine, but refusal 

to pay the fine or repeated 

non-attendance can end in 

imprisonment.The court 

hearing has been adjourned 

many times and again on 25 

October, the hearing was 

postponed to 24 November 

2011. European Bureau for 

Conscientious Objection 

(EBCO) President Gerd 

Greune and the Board 

Member Derek Brett has 



On Monday morning, 

according to the information 

from multiple publishing 

organisations, three more 

people were arrested in the 

north of Cyprus on the 

grounds of “relationships 

against nature”. The arrests 

are continuing in the form of 

“mass arrests”. We have 

received information that two 

out of three people that were 

arrested were subject to 

police brutality. This is totally 

unacceptable and is yet 

another violation of human 

rights. We will follow up on 

the torture part of this 

investigation. 

Media organisations, with the 

help of the government, are 

continuing to normalise this 

crime against humanity, as 

they have done before. Some 

of them have stated the 

names, jobs and photos of 

the people who were 

arrested and, instead of 

advocating human rights, 

they continue to manipulate 

the media with homophobic 

comments, hence taking the 

attention away from the 

human rights violation. They 

are also trying to put 

emphasis on the fact that 

one of the people who was 

arrested is 17, whereas it is 

known that in our country the 

age of consent for young 

women is 16 and it is non-

existent for men. There is no 

appropriate law about the 

age of consent. This is a 

legal gap that we are working 

on to change and we will 

keep working on it. In this 

case the age issue is only 

being made an issue of 

because people associate 

homosexuality with 

paedophilia and this only 

feeds homophobic prejudice. 

This is another example that 

this law in effect does not 

protect the rights of the 

children nor the rights of 

people’s control over their 

own bodies. It aims to 

protects the ‘morality’ of the 

society. 

We do not want a 

homophobic government! 

We demand that this law that 

violates human rights with 

the support of the 

government and feeds 

hatred should be abolished 

immediately and new articles 

website of the European 

Bureau of Conscientious 

Objection and  Wikipedia. 

 

  

come in solidarity and 

defence of Murat's case in 

September and October 

respectively. The POST RI 

team supports Murat’s cause 

and all conscientious 

objectors like him, and urge 

the authorities to drop all the 

charges and abolish forced 

conscription as a confidence 

building measure and fully 

recognise the right to 

conscientious objection in 

professional army according 

to the European and 

international standards. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

should be added that 

support equality and 

freedom. If people are going 

to be put on trial they should 

be tried on the right platform. 

And we demand an apology 

to all the people who have 

been affected by this and 

similar laws. 

We do not want a 

homophobic media! We want 

people to use journalistic 

ethics when writing articles. 

We demand that people 

should prevent writers and 

organisations who engage in 

hate speech from continuing 

to do so. Hate and not love 

should be a crime. 
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